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The Puma in the Southern Andes
The puma (Puma concolor) is the top predator in virtually all Chilean ecosystems. Local perceptions of pumas as a threat to rural
livelihoods are ubiquitous over this wide range of cultural and biogeographic landscapes. Intervention in response to livestock pre-
dation is either legal (translocation by wildlife authorities) or illegal (trapping/ poisoning). However, the situation is complicated
by widespread misidentification of pumas as causal agents of losses.
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Figure 1. Pumas are found at densities of around 3.5 individuals per 100km*. They are cryptic and

sectretive,
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Figure 2. In camera trap studies, pumas are attracted to scent blocks,. They can often be diftferentiated as individuals
by scars (a), body markings (b) sex ( (c) and other subtle difterences between individuals. This has enabled approxi-

mations of population density to be made.
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Our team of wildlife biologists has been
studying pumas in Chile since 2006, build-
ing up a picture of their ecology and coex-
istence with human activities from the alti-
plano to the temperate rainforest. The work
has covered diverse habitats and social con-
texts, and has involved studies using camera
traps, GPS collars, examination of kill sites,
analysis of official records and stakeholder
interviews.

The options available to authorities to carry
out wildlife management is further compli-
cated by a strong animal welfare lobby that
has hindered culling of feral dogs. As more
people live in urban environments than ru-
ral areas, their attitudes and values become

ever more distant from understanding local
realities of wildlife and wildlife management
in rural areas.

Our research in 3 widely separated regions
(IL, V, and IX) has shown feral dogs to be re-
sponsible for at least 60% of livestock Kills
reported to authorities as puma predation.
Dogs have become the #1 threat to endemic
mammals. Their role is well-recognized by
wildlife managers and authorities, but effec-
tive control is hampered by popular (largely
urban) opinion and legislation.

*»

s

Ly e B
e N
q
L=

o5 N e . -
pi Ll N = " pll'ail "
oo GO

12014 16:21

Figure 3. Fixing a GPS collar to a puma in VI Region as
part of a study on relocation of captured pumas.
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Policy development is responding to subjec-
tive shifts in attitudes and increasingly we see
obstruction of initiatives oriented to protect
biodiversity, animal and human health.

Progress on effective conservation of pumas
is hampered by a poor understanding of the
problem. We expect to support the process
by improving:

1. Ecological knowledge about both dogs
and pumas, and their impacts of wildlife and
livestock

2. Management of data on wildlife distribu-
tions and conservation threats within the
wildlife authorities

3. Public information in support of wildlife
conservation management, especially in the
urban population, about the issues involved.
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